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MOON BEEVER: 

CONVEYANCING FEES 
The sale or purchase of a freehold residential property. 

We understand that a residential sale or purchase can be an extremely stressful time, so we work 
constantly to ensure that each transaction is given the personal approach it deserves. Our lawyers work 
hard to deliver a quick, accurate and bespoke service for you and your next major investment. 

Clients choose us for their conveyancing because of our cost-effective and personal approach. We will 
work hard to keep you updated on your transaction at all times. If you would like to speak to a member of 
our team, simply call 020 7400 7770 or email us here. 
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AVERAGE FEES AND DISBURSEMENTS 

Our fees (shown below) are our best estimate to include all of the work* required to complete the sale or 
purchase of your property, including registration at the Land Registry, payment of Stamp Duty Land Tax (Stamp 
Duty) if in England, or Land Transaction Tax (Land Tax) if in Wales. However, please also see the list below for a 
non-exhaustive list of factors that can result in additional fees becoming payable.  

There are many variables to be taken into account when calculating our fees and the other expenses payable, 
one of the most important being the price of the property on which depends our fees, the Land Registry fees 
and, in particular, the stamp duty land tax. 

Disbursements are costs related to your matter that are payable to third parties, such as Land Registry fees. 
We handle the payment of disbursements on your behalf to ensure a smoother process for you. 

 

* Our fee assumes that: 

a. this is a standard transaction and that no unforeseen matters arise including for example (but not 

limited to) a defect in title which requires remedying prior to completion or the preparation of 

additional documents ancillary to the main transaction 

b. the transaction is concluded in a timely manner and no unforeseen complication arise 

c. all parties to the transaction are co-operative and there is no unreasonable delay from third parties 

providing documentation 

d. no indemnity policies are required. Additional disbursements may apply if indemnity policies are 

required. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conveyancer’s fees and disbursements 

a) Legal fee (see below) 

b) Search fees These will depend on the suite of searches that are carried out and the local 
authority involved, as each local authority charges different fees. An average 
fee might be £450 

c) HM Land Registry 
fee 

This depends on the price of your house. You can calculate it here (please 
refer to “Scale 1 fees”). 

d) Electronic money 
transfer fee 

This fee varies according to contractual arrangements with others but is 
usually between £25 to £40 plus VAT, per transfer 

e) VAT payable This will depend on the exact figures payable above.  

f) Stamp duty land 
tax/ Land duty 

This depends on the price of your property. You can calculate it here (if the 
property is in England), or here if in Wales 

The standard VAT rate is 20% and applies to all transactions of goods or services. Please bear this in mind when calculating costs. 
Experian offer a free VAT calculator here 

Scale of legal fees  Property cost Legal Fee estimate 
Up to £400,000 £1000 
£400,001 to £600,000 £1250 
£600,001 to £800,000 £1500 
£800,001 to £1,000,000 £1800 
£1,000,001 to £1,500,000 £2000 
£1,500,001 to £2,000,000 £2300 
£2,000,000 £2750 
Over this cost, the price is to be advised. 

 
Estimated total: This will depend on the exact figures payable above but an example of a first freehold 
property worth £400,000 could be estimated at =   a+b+c+d+e+f = £11,625 +VAT. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/hm-land-registry-registration-services-fees
https://www.gov.uk/stamp-duty-land-tax/residential-property-rates
https://www.gov.uk/stamp-duty-land-tax/residential-property-rates
https://beta.gov.wales/land-transaction-tax-calculator
https://www.experian.co.uk/business-express/hub/business-tools/vat-calculator/
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HOW LONG WILL THE PROCESS TAKE?  

The time can vary and depends on a number of factors. The average process takes between 6 and 8 weeks to 

get to exchange of contracts with completion usually taking place 2-4 weeks later. It can be quicker or 

slower, depending on the parties in the chain. For example, if you are a first time buyer, purchasing a new 

build property with a mortgage in principle, it could take 4 weeks. However, if you are buying a leasehold 

property that requires an extension of the lease, this can take significantly longer, between 3 and 5 months. 

In such, a situation additional charges would apply. 

 

POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL WORK: 

There are certain things that can happen during a transaction, or problems with title or the property and 
such matters will result in additional work being carried out, for which additional fees will be charged. We 
will notify you of those things as they arise and the likely additional fees, but can give certain examples 
below, with an estimate of the likely additional fees: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Problem Solution Estimated extra fees (£) 
Defect in title To be remedied by purchase of an 

indemnity policy, compliance with 
Insurance Distribution Directive 

£350 plus VAT 

Absence of planning and/or 
building regulation consents 
and/or warranties 

To be remedied by purchase of an 
indemnity policy, compliance with 
Insurance Distribution Directive 

£350 plus VAT 

Purchasers are joint owners and 
require more than a simple 
statements as to whether joint 
tenants or tenants in common in 
shares 

Preparation of a Declaration of Trust £500-£1000 plus VAT 

Purchase of a new-build/off plan 
property, completion on notice 
from the developer 

Contract to be registered at HM Land 
Registry between exchange and 
completion, oversight of file and 
monitoring  

The fees as above are payable on 
exchange of contracts plus an 
additional fee of £500  at 
completion 

The title to the property is 
unregistered 

Title to be proved/checked using 
unregistered title deeds and documents 

£400 plus VAT 

Help to buy scheme Review of additional documents and 
lease terms 

£250 plus VAT 

Auction sale/purchase Depending on the timescale and 
amount of missing information, 
additional review and potential for 
dealing with multiple buyers 

£500-£1000 plus VAT 

Property has been repossessed 
and/or seller is an insolvency office 
holder 

Additional due diligence and expertise 
needed 

£1000 upwards 

If there is a mortgage (for both sale 
and purchase) 

There will be a lender’s fee due £100 plus VAT 
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STAGES OF BUYING YOUR NEXT PROPERTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


