
Notary Services 

What does a Notary do? 

A Notary Public is a qualified lawyer - a member of the third and oldest branch of the legal 

profession in England and Wales. Notaries are appointed by the Court of Faculties of the 

Archbishop of Canterbury and are subject to regulation by the Master of the Faculties. There 

are approximately 800 notaries in England and Wales, many of who are, like Finian, also 

practising solicitors. 

Notaries are mainly concerned with the authentication and certification of signatures, 

authority and capacity relating to documents for use in foreign jurisdictions. They can also 

provide authentication and a secure record for almost any sort of transaction, document or 

event. 

Notaries provide a service for commercial firms engaged in international trade, and for private 

individuals. The most common tasks include: 

• Preparing and authenticating powers of attorney for use overseas; 

• Dealing with purchase or sale of land and property abroad; 

• Authenticating foreign wills and providing documents to deal with the administration 

of the estates of people who are abroad, or owning property abroad; 

• Authenticating personal documents and information for immigration or emigration 

purposes, or to apply to marry or to work abroad, such as education or professional 

qualifications or declarations of freedom to marry; and 

• Authenticating company and business documents and transactions or providing 

certificates as to the status of a company or the identity of its directors. 

The rules Notaries work under are very similar to the rules which affect Solicitors, although 

for professional reasons, Notaries practice independently and operate in business on their 

own account. They must be fully insured and maintain fidelity cover for the protection of their 

clients and the public. They must comply with stringent practice rules and rules relating to 

conduct and discipline. Notaries have to renew their practising certificates every year and can 

only do so if they have complied with the rules. 

Finian is available to deal with any notarial enquiries, either on fd@knocker-foskett.co.uk or 

by telephone on 01732 748847. 
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