
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Estate Administration 
 
The Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) has confirmed that, from December 2018, it will 
require regulated law firms to publish information on pricing to help consumers make 
informed choices.  
 
Law Society Wills and Inheritance Quality Scheme  
 
We are delighted to be an accredited member of the Law Society’s Wills and Inheritance 
Quality Scheme (WIQS). This shows that we follow best practice procedures to meet the 
highest standards of technical expertise and client service in providing tailored Wills and 
probate advice to clients.  
 

1. We will not pressure you into buying more complex advice that is not in your best 
interests.  

2. Our dedicated Wills and probate service is tailored to your needs. We will explain 
the process, options, costs and likely timescales.  

3. We will keep you up to date using your preferred method of communication.  

4. Accredited Solicitors and other staff complete mandatory training on the WIQS 
standard and show compliance through annual re-accreditation and ongoing 
enforcement checks by the Law Society.  

You can learn more about the benefits of using a WIQS accredited practice on the Law 
Society’s website at www.lawsociety.org.uk/AboutWIQS.  
 
You can check that we are authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
and are WIQS accredited by searching for us on the Law Society’s Find a Solicitor website 
at www.lawsociety.org.uk/findasolicitor.  
 
Our fees 
 
We will calculate our fees based on the amount of time we spend carrying out your 
instructions as per our terms & conditions. For your information, our hourly rates are 
currently: 
 
Directors & Associate Directors £325.00   Consultants     £325.00 
Associate Solicitors   £295.00   Senior Solicitors    £275.00 
Solicitors    £260.00   Senior Trainee Sols/Legal Exec  £225.00  
Trainee Sols/Legal Exec  £190.00   Solicitors’ assistants   £150.00 
 
VAT will be added to these amounts at the prevailing rate (currently 20%). 
 
It is always difficult to provide projections of costs in estate administrations at the outset as 
each one has its own issues and you are of course free to instruct us to do as much or as 
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little of the work as you wish.  However, in our experience, where we are instructed to 
carry out the whole administration from start to finish, in estates which are worth up to 
around £750,000 our fees tend to work out between 2% to 3% of the gross probate value 
and for estates worth in excess of £750,000 the fees fall between 1% and 2.5%.  This is 
not however the basis of charging. 
 
For example, if the gross probate value of the estate is around £380,000 our fees may fall 
between £7,600 plus VAT and £11,400 plus VAT.  However, we should be able to give you 
a more accurate estimate when we get to the point of applying for the grant of probate. 
 
Please note however, that circumstances may change or unforeseen events may occur 
which will impact on this estimate.  If this happens, we shall let you know as soon as 
possible and explain why.  We shall also then give you a revised estimate of our total fees 
and seek your approval to proceed on that basis. 
 
Other expenses 
 
During the administration, there will be other expenses we shall have to pay called 
“disbursements”.  The most common disbursements will be: 
 
1. The probate application fee of £155.00; 
2. Sealed office copies of the Grant of Probate at £0.50 each; 
3. Commissioner’s fees of £7.00 each; 
4. Accounts fee of £60 plus VAT; 
5. Unclaimed Assets Register search of £25.00 or a Landmark search of £135 plus 
VAT; 
6. Creditors’ search advertisements or insurance alternative – variable amount;  
7. Executors’ Bankruptcy searches at £2.00 each;  
8. Deceased Bankruptcy search at £2.00; and 
9. Beneficiaries’ Bankruptcy searches at £2.00 each. 
 
There may also be others which we will advise you of if necessary. 
 
Timescales 
 
In most cases we complete the valuation process and are able to apply for the Grant of 
Probate within 2 to 4 months after having received your complete instructions.  This will 
entirely depend on how quickly the various institutions we have to obtain information from 
take to answer our correspondence.   We then normally expect to obtain the Grant of 
Probate within the following 2 to 4 weeks depending on whether or not Inheritance Tax is 
payable.  Thereafter, it is extremely difficult to give you an accurate estimate of how long it 
will take to complete the administration as each case is different.  We will however provide 
you with an updated time estimate once we have the Grant. 
 
Where it looks as though these timescales are not going to be met, we shall do our utmost 
to give you an update at the appropriate time and explain why. 
 
 


